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he also gave an annual donation of Rs. 500. Located in a
convenient centre, this dispensaiy has proved an undoubted
boon to the people of Ahmadabad and surrounding villages ;
more than 20,000 persons are treated by it every year, and
its extension and efficiency are promoted by regulai donations
from the charitably disposed.

The subject of medical relief for women did not escape
Ranchhodlal's attention. In 1885 he offeied an endowment
of Rs. 20,000 for the provision of a women's hospital; but
the matter was for the time being shelved as tlie Govern-
ment were unable, owing to financial stringency, to promise
their usual contribution to the funds of the new institution,
Ranchhodlal however, after a little delay, revived the
question, and in addition to the endowment previously
promised offered to pay half the salary of the medical
woman in charge of the hospital, provided that her total
emoluments did not exceed Rs. 200 a month. On this
occasion a Government grant was forthcoming, with the
result that on April ist, i88g, the hospital was opened uuder
the title of the Victoria Jubilee Female Dispensary.

Not content with these two institutions, Ranchhodlal
opened about the year 1895 a Home Medical Relief Institu-
tion, which bears his own name. His object was to provide
medical relief for such of the poorer classes as might be
unable to walk to a charitable dispensary, including the
services of a doctor who would visit them in their own *'
homes. A pensioned servant of Govermnent, who had
held the rank of first-class hospital assistant, was engaged,
and for the first year of its working the total cost of the
institution was borne in equal shares by Ranchhodlal and
the municipality. Thereafter, as the work proved success-
ful, Ranchhodlal placed it on a permanent basis by an
endowment of Rs. 25,000, and handed over its maintenance
to the municipal authorities. The scheme has proved of
benefit to thousands of bed-ridden patients.

At a later date Ranchhodlal who had remarked the
success attending the dispensaiy foutided by him in the